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Abstract

This study responds to the call of the Conference on the Arabic Language: Between Heritage
and Modernity, held under the auspices of the College of Arts at the University of Al-
Qadisiyah. The researchers contributed a paper titled "The Arabic Language and Issues of
Cultural Identity: Chadian Poetry as a Model — An Analytical Descriptive Study. The study
seeks to answer key questions arising from its central theme:

Are there sufficient poems or passages in Chadian Arabic poetry that address the Arabic
language and issues of cultural identity?

What are the main issues raised by these poets to highlight the role of the Arabic language
in this context?

The study offers comprehensive answers to these methodological questions by identifying
poetic texts within Chadian Arabic literature that engage with themes related to the Arabic
language in Chad—such as its spread, the public’s deep affection for it, its status as an
official language in contrast to French, and the country’s cultural orientation towards the
Arab world. The research is organized around three main axes:

1. The role of Arabic in strengthening cultural identity and promoting social cohesion.

2. The function of Arabic as a catalyst for cultural renaissance, as expressed in Chadian
Arabic poetry.

3. The poetic form, including analysis of external musicality (meters and rhymes) and
internal musicality (imagery, rhetorical devices, and aesthetic elements).

The findings indicate that Chadian Arabic poetry plays a significant role in reinforcing
cultural identity through the Arabic language. Key conclusions include:
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Arabic holds a central place in affirming Chad’s cultural identity, recognized

constitutionally as an official language. It is cherished by citizens and acts as a unifying
element in the national fabric.

It serves as the language of everyday life—in streets, markets, culture, popular poetry, and
storytelling—both in its classical and colloquial forms. Arabic has proven its ability to
convey knowledge and science, enriched by derivation, interaction, and mutual influence. It
has accompanied the historical narrative of the nation, documenting events from the era of
Islamic kingdoms to the present day. Chadian poets employ a wide array of linguistic,
musical, and rhetorical techniques to craft melodious and accessible poetry. Through smooth
meters, vivid imagery, and refined stylistic devices, they present their ideas in an elegant
and coherent manner.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, with inference serving as one of its
primary methodological tools.

Keywords: Arabic language — Cultural identity — Chadian poetry — Language issues
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